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End of Year Message from the ES Director

Dear ES community,

I sincerely thank all of you for your enormous contributions in the academic year 2020-2021. A year that required you to go above and
beyond in all aspects of educational process. We had school online, later we replaced it with face-to-face and hybrid learning. As we
moved forward, our students demonstrated diligence, motivation, and determination to work to the best of their ability and finish the
academic year successfully with many accomplishments in academics, sports, arts, or leadership activities.

I cannot express in words my sincerest gratitude for working with our professional staff during this extraordinary year, they have re-
mained focused and committed to the mission and core responsibility of the European School, educating the students to be the best of
themselves in all things. With the assistance of the Digital Transformation team, they had to deploy and drive new online technology
platforms to teach students online, requiring them to be more creative and diverse in their thinking and teaching methods. Returning
to the classroom, in addition to dedicating themselves day after day teaching students many new educational concepts and strategies,
teachers educated students to be mindful of social distancing where at all possible.

To our parents, I thank you for your understanding, your flexibility and assistance in helping us teach your children with new online
technology, and for remaining a positive force in our community.

Dear ES community, thank you for supporting the education process in all aspects, keeping it organized and running smoothly each
day.

Over the summer vacation, | will be working with colleagues to set the priorities to build upon the successes of the school and achieve
future ambitious goals.

I would like to wish you all the very best for the summer vacation and look forward to welcoming you all back, refreshed, full of posi-
tive energy and creative ideas to start an exciting, new academic year.

Best wishes,

Sophio Bazadze
The ES Director
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Student Parliament Leadership

Leadership is about the art of motivating, influencing, and directing people so that they work together to achieve the goals of a
team. It’s important for students to experience leadership opportunities during their schooling, to learn the art of building rela-
tionships within teams and achieving goals effectively.

The European School Parliament aims to develop young leaders in our school who are committed to making a difference in their
own lives and to the lives of others. It builds the necessary skills, confidence, and motivation in young people and enables students
to become advocates for their own needs and the needs of others, to build effective relationships, a sense of community, and trust
in school.

We are delighted to introduce you to the European School Student Parliament leaders, the team of creative, confident, inspiring
students who hone essential life skills before they enter the real world, who are full of initiatives and charged with facing chal-
lenges.

Anamaria Iakobidze — Student Parliament Chair

What words would you use to describe a great leader?

Inspirational, fair, and fearless.

Describe your leadership style.

My style is situational leadership, which means, I am trying to be a democratic leader, but I am also not afraid to make quick inde-
pendent decisions in times of crisis.

‘What have been your biggest challenges and learning from what you do?

The biggest challenge for me was to stop micromanaging people. My habit was to micromanage every single person doing every
single job. The key to overcoming this challenge for me was organizing a group of people inside the parliament that I could trust
and count on. Luckily, I was able to organize that kind of group which allowed me to open up to giving them their space to maxi-
mize their true potential. The biggest learning was that you are nothing without a good team (Just like Anna Wintour would say).
Also, a positive working environment is the most important factor for success and productivity.

Joah Steenberg- PR and Communications Commission Chair

Tell us about a time when you motivated or inspired others.

It was the very first meeting ever held for the PR commission. None of us knew each other. We had just seen each other online. So
we were all kind of unsure how everything would work. We did not know each other at all. So our first meeting was about St.
Valentine's Day. I have been told by the other members in the commission that [ helped them by constantly reminding them
about the deadlines. That was a time when I motivated others.

How can we encourage more young students such as yourself to take up leadership roles?

Well it is all about their willingness to work. Because being a leader is hard work. People don't want to take up leadership roles.
Because they see it as more work. But most of the problems can be sorted out with better scheduling. Because for people my age
the biggest problems are procrastination and laziness. There are other factors that influence us. But these two are the most promi-
nent. So if a student learns to deal with these he will have a lot of problems cleared up for him.
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Aleksandra Konovalova - PR and Communications Commission member

‘What are your strengths/weaknesses?

I think that I have a lot of strengths, but the main ones are my ability to present my ideas well orally and to communicate with
other members of the team in a good and respectful way.

I think these abilities are very important for being a good leader. I have a lot of other skills, but these two played the biggest role
in helping me to achieve my goals. My weaknesses are some things that are hard for me to control. For example, I cannot get quiet,
when others are speaking, which is showing some form of disrespect towards other team members, [ try to control their behavior,
but that is not correct when doing teamwork.

How have you changed since being the ES Parliament member?

I think I have changed a lot. I have improved my communication skills a lot, they are still not perfect, but better than what I had
before. I have met a lot of new people, with whom have done several big projects. I think it was a great experience that will help
me in the future. I am much more motivated to create something new now than I was before. In the end, I want to thank every-
one who has helped me throughout this time.

Mariam Khurodze - PR and Communications Commission member

‘What one word best describes you?

I am a determined person, not allowing difficulties to stop me, as some of my friends describe me.

Tell us about a time you led a team.

On March 25th I published the Parliament Newsletter with the help of PR Commission members. I've always wished to be part of
a newsletter and here I am, leading the parliament newsletter team. The process of editing the newsletter was very interesting and
engaging. I had a very important role because I needed to control the deadlines, and design the newsletter. My hard work soon
paid off when we published our 3rd newsletter. I gained a lot of experience throughout this whole semester, I developed new skills
including leadership skills.

Mariam Jakhua- PR and Communications Commission member

What activities are you involved in the Parliament and how have they prepared you for the

future?

The parliament itself is a very inspirational place which offers many opportunities including:

interacting with people outside of my sector, coordinating many events, creating games and interactive surveys for students. The
parliament has offered me chances to expand my views and status in the school. I was able to help co-create the debates club, par-
take in the school newspaper (created by a fellow member of the parliament), and much more. These activities and these chances
gave me a better perspective of the future. The parliament gave me the chance to better outline my skills, including leadership,co-
operation, and teamwork skills. I better comprehended that in a professional environment it is especially important to have com-
munication and appreciation of each other’s ideas.

Overall, the activities and the parliament in general gave me feelings of leadership and made me realize that everything, every job,
has its designated responsibilities. Which I will wage and balance in the most appropriate way, now and in the future.

If you were the European School Director for one day, which policies would you initiate?

If I were the European School Director for one day, [ would most likely create civvies days. Civvies days would be days, once a
month, when students would be allowed to wear non-uniform clothing. Usually, they are assigned with some special event, and
according to a specific color theme. This day would allow students to express themselves through their clothing. Of course, we
should not make them too common since they would not be as special. But, having them once a month would be a breath of fresh
air, from our usual uniforms. [ would also initiate some special events or specific dates when all the sectors would be able to com-
municate with one another be it through their classes, or any other types of activities. This would insure a more unified feeling,
rather than be subdivided only to our according sectors. This would also help students meet one another, feel more comfortable
around one another, and get a better sense of the curriculum and teaching methods of the other sectors.

Tornike Kubaneishvili — Sports Commission member Tell us about a time you balanced multiple responsibilities.

As I recall, there was a time in 9th grade, when [ was participating in 4 different school conferences at once. It was exhausting at
first, trying to filter and organize a vast quantity of information for 4 different papers. At that time, [ was also the class president
and at the same time had to maintain my life outside school. Thankfully, over time balancing my already schedule with social life
became my forte. Although I was a little bit slothful (as all students are), this constant pressure helped me better develop my dura-
bility, under pressure working, and time management skills. Now, as I look back, I think those sleepless nights might have been
worth it after all.

You are already an ES graduate, is there anything you would like to leave us with?

What I've learned during these glorious years at the “European school” is that hard work and determination pay off. When I was
younger I didn’t realize that tedious work, whether it is staying at school late or doing homework until dawn, improves our skills,
which will come in handy in the future. So, my advice for the future students and graduates of ES is that believe in the work you
do, don’t be afraid to follow your passion, enjoy things you do, and regardless of the obstacles ahead try to stay positive because it
will make the work that much easier.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

My projection of the future is still a blur to me. After university, I might be working in the field of Finance or go in a different di-
rection, in a country ['ve never even heard of. I have some kind of idea of what [ want to do for the next 10 years, but the impor-
tant thing is I want to hone my various skills and enjoy myself while doing it.

In the European School Parliament “leadership is action, not position” (Donald H. McGannon). We believe the Parliament leaders
will direct the Student Parliament towards goals and develop opportunities for all students to be actively involved in various activ-
ities, service, and leadership at our school.



Newsletter Il Semester 2020-2021

Cultural Attache of the US embassy in Georgia visited the European School

On April 19th, Christopher Anderson, the Cultural Attache of the US embassy in Georgia visited the European School. An honored guest
became acquainted with the ES academic programs, innovative approaches implemented at the school, he had a tour of the European
School’s state-of-the-art infrastructure that fosters academic excellence.

Christopher J. Anderson evaluated the role of the American High School which provides Georgian and international students with a path-
way to American higher education. He received information about the impressive results and achievements of the AHS students who were
awarded the USA Presidential Award for Educational Excellence.

We hope, this visit will increase the role of American education at the European School and lead our students to greater success.
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PYP Exhibition

PYP students celebrated power of learning. The exhibition is the culminating, col-
laborative experience in the final year of the PYP. It is an authentic process for stu-
dents to explore, document and share their understanding of an issue or opportunity
of personal significance. It is student-initiated, designed and collaborative. It is a
demonstration of how students can take action from their learning, and most impor-
tantly a celebration of student learning.

This year, the PYP exhibition was held virtually. Transdisciplinary theme was How
We Express Ourselves. Students inquired into the ways in which they discovered
and expressed ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which
we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. Stu-
dents inquired into the following topics: Healthy lifestyle, Cultural Cuisine, Per-
forming Arts, Fashion, Active life, Space, Mental Health, Wellbeing and Program-
ing. Each group presented the websites they created. First, they gave a more pres
entation in which they shared, what they learned, what they did, and how they felt

about it, using the elements listed above to make their journey clear.

An Act of Kindness

For the past several weeks grade 3 students have
been investigating the unit about global issues and
learning about challenges that people around the
world have to face. At the same time, they have been
discussing and trying to find solutions to these issues.
As the results, students have come up with the pro-
ject — An Act of Kindness. Their goal was to help old
people in need and change their lives for good. Stu-
dents have decided to collect the most necessary
items these days including face masks, hand sanitiz-
ers, wet napkins and soaps and donate them to Ca-
tharsis — an organization that provides help and shel

ter to old people in need.

Il Semester 2020-2021

During the week grade 3 students have informed the whole PYP community about their project and encouraged others to

participate. With the generous donations from students from all grades, their parents, teachers and assistants, grade 3 was able

to collect an inspiring number of items. Students not only brought face masks and hand sanitizers, but also home baked cook-

ies, sweets and candies. With the help from the Georgian language teachers, students wrote letters for grandparents living in

the shelter.

European School would like to thank the whole community, every PYP student, their families, our teachers and assistants for

their generosity and kindness.
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PYP Graduation

On June 11, the PYP graduation ceremony class of 2021 was successfully held at the European School. Mr. Brice
Bomo- Head of IB Programs, Mrs. Marina Chelidze - PYP Principal, Mrs. Elizabeth Steenberg - 5A Homeroom
teacher, Mrs. Hiba Yousif - 5B Homeroom teacher, Mrs. Mariam Khabeishvili, gave speeches in succession. They
expressed their sincere congratulations and best wishes towards all the graduates. All PYP students were awarded
with certificates.

We congratulate the Class of 2021 on their academic achievements. This was truly an emotional moment in the life
of PYP community. We wish our students success in all their new beginnings!

Let’s Save Latali Forest

Forest fires are becoming a frequent and widespread problem in Georgia. In the last
couple of years, wildfire damaged the biggest area in the Samegrelo- Zemo Svaneti

region. In the year 2020, an uncontrolled fire burned forests in four different loca- " 3p6030dseneanBe |
tions. Youth club Tetnuldi paid attention to the Latali forest and set a goal to restore ";.3:;;'33"’62"5;’-;%9;?}?3“". :
it. Within the forest restoration project, the club members conducted various aware- 36mdn3Mn3Ab a8mmads
ness and fundraising campaigns. ©3 S b A
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The European School Language and Literature teacher Ia Ghadua and her students
from MYP Programme are long-time friends of the forest restoration project mentor
Ekaterine Tsulukidze and project supporter Pari Innovation Center. Last semester, at *
the online session, MYP grade 7 students shared their online learning experience R _ Wy o
and technology projects with their peers from the Innovation Center. When grade 7 ‘0sMGanbHM0M©o
students received the information about the burned forest, they decided to collect : 3m03mgg bgobgomnb

waste paper at the school and submit it for recycling. They planned to purchase trees | | BEREIEERILARUER

with the accumulated money. e
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The students prepared posters and spread the information about their initiative among the ES students. The
school administration encouraged faculty and staff to support the forest restoration project. The ES Student Parlia-
ment held a session to discuss the project and plan an awareness campaign.

Recently, Ia Ghadua delivered the ES present - a green box for a waste paper to Svaneti. It’s just the beginning, we
hope, the MYP grade 7 students’ initiative will turn into a large-scale project and our school community will
manage to plant a big amount of trees in the Latali forest.



Newsletter d3) ! Semester 2020-2021

The International Museum Day

The International Museum Day is celebrated by museums all around the world on the 18th of May annually. It is
coordinated by the International Council of Museums. During the pandemic, museums lost their visitors and the
visitors lost their museums, therefore we, the students from MYP Grade 10 Georgian Language and Literature
class, decided to transform the State Museum of Georgian Literature in the digital world so that people could still
visit the museum despite the pandemic. We have been collaborating with this great museum for around three con-
secutive years and the staff provided us with all the necessary resources so that we had the opportunity to gain
thorough knowledge about different epochs in literature. During the pandemic, this opportunity was extinguished
and our main goal was to allow other students and adults to use these resources again for their learning or leisure
purposes. For this, we investigated the nature of how virtual tours work and what possibilities different applica-
tions and software provide for creating effective virtual tours. Another crucial part was to find a camera, which
would allow us to record the virtual tour in 360-degree view, so that the users of the digital museum felt as if they
were walking in the museum and looking at the artifacts there. Once all the resources were acquired, we started
vorking on filming the footage of the tour.
Another important aspect was to create the most accurate and effective
tour in the museum and this involved the process of scheming through
the artifacts and resources and finding and arranging the most attractive
and useful antiques from the museum. After the filming stage was done,
there was the necessity to edit these videos with special software, which
supported the format of the videos.After all the stages were completed,
we obtained an effective final product. In total, 2 museum tours were
created and uploaded to the internet. These videos were posted on social
media pages of the Literature Museum and students and other interested
people were able to see their favorite museum again safely. The process
of creating the virtual tours was challenging, though all of us managed to
not only reach our goal in completing the product, but we all individual-
ly improved our skills.

This project provoked our thinking skills, through the continuous process of planning and preparing the re-
sources for the tour; research skills, also a part of preparing the resources necessary for the virtual tours
since the videos needed to be informative for the audience; communication skills, through reading the writ-
ten scripts and communicating through visual elements; and collaboration skills, by the group work which
was necessary by all the members for creating an admirable product where all the efforts of the members
would be seen.

As demonstrated above, this project was not only useful for the Literature Museum to regain interest from
the community, but it was also very useful for every individual working on the project, in terms of becom-
ing more knowledgeable and skilled!

Encouraging people to support orphanages in Georgia

I started the first semester of MYP 10th grade with a personal project. This turned out to be the most challenging
and inspiring project throughout the academic learning. For my personal project, I decided to choose a topic that
was connected with my interests - I wanted to help orphanages, but I needed an authentic idea that would fit
within my best efforts. Starting from scratch I managed to build up a professional website, help orphanages, and
be on TV twice.

From the moment I started the project, I knew the topic was well-chosen for me. It turned out that everything I
did throughout the project had an impact on the orphanages I was helping but mostly, on me. This became the
biggest responsibility I have ever been given and was the one I have dreamt of since [ was a child.

Since I was a young girl, my family and I used to visit orphanages in Tbilisi, Georgia, and help the kids in need. In
2019 when I came to the European school, I volunteered for an organization where families in need were provid-
ed with clothes, toys, books, and necessities, donated from different schools. The excitement and happiness I saw
on the kids’ faces while figuring I started the first semester of MYP 10th grade with a personal project. This turned
out to be the most challenging and inspiring project throughout the academic learning. For my personal project, I
decided to choose a topic that was connected with my interests - I wanted to help orphanages, but I needed an au-
thentic idea that would fit within my best efforts. Starting from scratch I managed to build up a professional web-
site, help orphanages, and be on TV twice.

From the moment [ started the project, I knew the topic was well-chosen for me. It turned out that everything I
did throughout the project had an impact on the orphanages I was helping but mostly, on me. This became the
biggest responsibility I have ever been given and was the one I have dreamt of since [ was a child.
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Since I was a young girl, my family and I used to visit orphanages in Tbilisi, Georgia, and help the kids in need. In
2019 when I came to the European school, I volunteered for an organization where families in need were provid-
ed with clothes, toys, books, and necessities, donated from different schools. The excitement and happiness I saw

on the kids’ faces while figuring knew that I was helping orphanages and kids in need, but I also was aware of the
fact that I was helping others too.

After my project’s success, journalists contacted me and asked to record interviews. I agreed to record three inter-
views, one was published on the informational website of Georgia and the other two went on national TV.

After seeing so many people interested in my project, I became more motivated to keep working and felt the urge
to develop the project more. I have helped hundreds of children in orphanages and have made my voice heard in

different countries. I hope that I have motivated other students and given them incentive.

As an IB student at the European school, I am extremely thankful for the opportunity and for all the help provid-
ed by the school to make this project successful!

_gi'nhaéoa

Website for IB students

IB DP students demonstrated outstanding initiation skills by developing website, main goal of which is to help
fellow IB students. www.ibtips.net provides subject-specific tips that were generated from survey conducted
among DP students. Tips from the students for the students — represents the motto of the project that was imple-
mented as the part of the CAS program. Students have developed multiple skills as the result of the project, such
as teamwork, time-management, initiation and demonstrated respect and ethics. The project authors have a
long-term goals in terms of managing the website and making it popular among IB students worldwide. The au-
thors of the project are: Giorgi Maisashvili, Anastasia Bessonova, Azizi Sahba, Raha Rikhtehgaran, Pouya Modar-
res, Hou Jingru.
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Congratulations
Jakhua Mariami Venera

European School, Georgia
International Award

Lytham 5t Annes Classcal Association

CLASSICS COMPETITION
2021
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Give a Book!
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Giving books is a popular tradition worldwide. People give books as gifts on World Book and Copyright Day. This
year, the campaign # GiveaBook is held for the third time in Georgia. The ES students exchange books- the gift of
reading, literacy, and education. On April 23rd, UNESCO named Tbilisi World Book Capital for the year 2021. The
city is going to host many interesting book-promoting events where our students will be participating actively.

Booklover students came to the school on Book Day dressed in famous characters’ costumes, gave books to friends,
attended Giorgi Kekelidze’s Literacy lessons, learned a lot about children’s books, and watched movies in the li-

brary.
April is a month of giving books # GiveaBook

Summer School

The last week of school is always different, full of fun and engag-
ing activities at the ES. This year, various events were planned
for the elementary school students: meeting with writers, fun
sports competition, movie session, etc.

Meeting with writers— Children’s beloved author Vaso Guleuri
visited the school. He read aloud for students his poems, short
stories, kids discussed Vaso Guleuri's works and asked the author
interesting questions.

Movie session— Watching movies evoke different emotions in
each of us. We may feel joy, happiness, empathy, etc. To build a
healthy, positive relationship between students and to entertain
them a movie session was conducted at the Main Hall. While
watching the animation movie kids enjoyed popcorn. In the end,
students discussed the movie and shared opinions about it.

Fun sports competition — Supporting students’ physical activity
and developing academic skills are equally important. For this
reason, the school held fun sports games where participants com-
peted happily to win.

On June 16th, the graduation ceremony of 4th graders was held
in the Main Hall. The event was opened by the famous writer
Giorgi Kekelidze. Later, the homeroom teachers congratulated
kids and wished them success. The students enjoyed a fun video
created especially for this day. It reflected four years spent by the
students in the elementary school. In the end, the certificates of
accomplishment were awarded to the fourth graders.

#SummerSchool is a project which makes children happy,
where they learn and learn through play.
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The Georgian Program End of Year Assembly

The Georgian Program high school students held a virtual assembly. The assembly was diverse and rich in content. Students from grades
10-12 gave us insight into the lives of different ethnic groups in Georgia and discussed topics: Jews in Georgia, Kurdish Yezidi Communi-
ty, Greeks in Georgia, Azerbaijanians in Georgia, and Osetians in Georgia; They made presentations on historical events: The Greek Revo-
lution of 1821, and Cyprus Revolt; The students shared their understanding regarding the genre of comics; They entertained the audience
with dance performances and allowed them to visit online exhibitions of their paintings.

The creative approach of the Georgian Program high school students, their research projects, and content-rich presentations amazed the
audience.

dLddéolda - ASSEMBLY
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Earth Day

On April 22nd, we celebrated Earth Day at the European Kindergarten. We talked about the importance of protecting the environ-
ment and made various handmade crafts from recycled materials. Teachers prepared engaging awareness presentations for the chil-
dren and demonstrated videos about caring for the Earth. The kids planted flowers and took care of plants and trees in our garden.

Independence Day of Georgia

We celebrated the Independence Day of Georgia at the European Kindergarten on May 26. The children made Georgian flags
and colored the flag outside on the playground sidewalk. We listened to the Georgian national anthem and took memorable
photos. T
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The International Children's Day

On June 1, 2021, the European Kindergarten celebrated the International Children’s Day. The children dressed in
their favorite heroes’ costumes, took part in various sports activities

The European Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony

On June 8, 15, and 16, we had a graduation ceremony of Georgian and English section preschool groups. On the
stage specially decorated for them, the little graduates performed fun dances, sang songs, and recited some poems.
Dressed in graduation caps and gowns, they took memorable photos at the schoolyard.




